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 Fall Edition, October-December 2011 

 

From the Desk of the President 

  October is here and fall has arrived.  The Scottish Society 

begins its busy season with events to attend and host.  We 

have just finished  hosting the 2nd Annual Indianapolis 

Scottish Highland Games and Festival.  We are very excited 

about the event and have corrected the areas that needed 

attention and have even added some other nice touches for 

this year’s event.  Last year was a great success due to the 

efforts of many dedicated members and this year’s event will 

be even a bigger success.  The event has been so successful 

in 2012 we will be moving the event to German Park which 

will allow us more room for vendors, entertainment, athletics, 

sheep herding, highland cows, and best of all a lot of onsite 

parking. 

 

  When I first became President of The Scottish Society I had set some goals for myself and the 

Society as a whole.  Some of those goals were to increase membership, increase visibility, increase 

our people attending our monthly meetings, to complete the necessary paperwork with the IRS to 

have our Society a 501 (c)(3) not for profit, public charity.  Also to begin a scholarship fund, 

increase our education program, and to begin the Indianapolis Scottish Highland Games and 

Festival.  I am proud to say that together with the hard work of the Board of Trustees and my wife 

Julie everything I had set out to accomplish has been accomplished.   

 

  It has been my honor to represent The Scottish Society of Indianapolis for the past three years and I 

have learned a lot along the way.  It is now time for me at the end of this current term to step aside 

and let some new blood take over and extend the Society even further.  We have a lot of highly 

dedicated members who are ready and willing to embrace the challenges of the future, but will need 

the patience and support of the membership as they learn and grow.  The Society will always be in 

good hands, that are always looking out for The Society and its members first and foremost.  I and 

Julie will continue to be active members monthly and I will continue to be the Chairman of the 

Indianapolis Scottish Highland Games and Festival Committee for many years to come.  It was 

always my goal to leave The Society in better shape than we I first became President.  I will let you 

judge that.  I would like to publically thank all the members who gave me great support and 

mentored me, namely George McMath, Bennett Lynch and Gordon Inglis.  Also a big thank you to 

the Boards of Trustees for the three years of service for all their hard work, due diligence to their 

positions and their unwavering support of The Scottish Society.  Without each one of you, I could 

not have done things so well.  Not to say that we always agreed upon every issue, but the bottom line 

was what was for the good of The Scottish Society and that’s how we did it.  A quote I learned from 

Dave Ramsey which I try and live by each day is “If you keep doing the same things in the same 

manner, how can you possibly expect a different result”. 

 

  Lastly, but most importantly I would like to thank my beautiful wife Julie for being there with me 

side by side during the past three years.  She was always the one person whom I can talk to about 

anything and we certainly worked hard together for the accomplishments that were made.  She 

deserves a big round of applause for her patience when I was so busy in my office working on 

everything for hours at a time.  Now we will only have one thing to consume our time and we can 

spend more time traveling and with our families and grandkids. 

 

  Enjoy your Games and Festival, The International Festival, The Founders day Dinner and have a 

safe and happy Holiday Season.  Always be proud of your Scottish heritage. 

 

Slainte mhath, 

 

 

 

Gary L. Davidson 

President 

The Scottish Society of Indianapolis   
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Bulletins 

Elections 
It is that time of year again, if you have nominations for President, 

Trustees and Tommy Thompson Award, please let Mark Larson 

know.  He is the Elections Chair.  The annual elections will take 

place at the Founders’ Day Dinner on November 13th.  The trustees 

will decided on the Tommy Thompson Award at the November 

trustee meeting. 

 

Ball State International Fest 

On November 10, we have been invited to take part in the 

International Fest at Ball State.  It will be between 5 pm and 9 pm.  

We need volunteers and please contact Terry Miller. 

International Festival   
November 17-20, is the Indianapolis International Festival.  We 

normally have a good showing at this in the past.  We will need 

volunteers for all four days.  Please contact Terry Miller 

 

The Third Annual Scottish Highland Games and Festival will be 

held at the German Park on October 13th, 2012.  The Games will 

include Scottish heavy athletic competition, bagpipes, Celtic 

bands, authentic food, drink, and appropriate venders.   
 

 

November Founders Dinner 

The 27th Annual Founders Day Dinner and Elections will be held 

November 12th at Latvian Center. There will be chicken, salmon 

and steak entrées cost is $30, which also includes a beverage and 

buffet by Indy Anna’s Catering.  Dinners must be paid in 

advance and received before October 31st. 

Kilt Night 

We are having a kilt night on October 28th at the northside 

Claddagh.  Isiah’s Cry will be playing. 

Articles Needed for the Thistle 

The editor wishes to thank to everyone who is contributing articles 

for the SSI Newsletter.  The Feature Article, Clan Spotlight, and 

most of the short articles and notices are contributed each quarter 

by our members.  The Editor wishes to thank Gary Davidson in 

particular for all his contributions.   

Anyone attending Scottish, clan or related events is encouraged to 

write a brief article describing the event and to enclose a photo or 

two.  Feature articles are also needed, 3/4 page (600 to 700 words) 

plus a graphic or photo.  These can be about any Scottish social, 

historic or cultural topic.  We are also happy to include favorite 

Scottish recipes.  Send to indyscot@gmail.com.  

 

Recent Scottish Events

July Dinner Meeting 

The July meeting was about genealogy and it was presented by the 

Marion County Genealogical Society.  They had some very 

informative sources to help get you started in tracing your 

genealogy. 

August Dinner Meeting 

Was our annual calling of the clans.  We also had Madison County 

Winery here to do a wine tasting   

September Dinner Meeting 

Ken Morgan gave a presentation on the races of Scotland.  It was 

an interesting presentation on how with DNA you can trace back 

where your family came from. 

Summer Solstice Festival 

The Mid Summer Solstice was hosted on June 25, 2011 by The 

Latvian Center and as in the past there was a great turnout by all 

the various ethnic groups to include the Scots.  The weather was 

sunny and beautiful.  We were represented well by over 25 

members most of which were dressed and adorned in their Scottish 

attire.  The food and music was great and we even nearly beat the 

Latvians in Tug O’ War, but lost out in the end.  But make no 

mistake: this was our best effort to date against the Latvians.  We 

began selling raffle tickets for our Bear For A Year fundraising 

project for the Scottish Foundation of Indianapolis Inc and sales 

went well.   

 

Indiana Highland Games 

Indiana Highland Games were held on June 25, 2011 in Columbia 

City, in conjunction with the Columbia City Farmer’s Market.  The 

weather was sunny and beautiful and the crowd kept building as 

the day went on. Terry Miller, and Julie and Gary Davidson set up 

our SSI booth to greet the visitors and to also pass out our Games 

materials and provide education to this with questions.  We also 

received entries into a drawing for a Family VIP Four Pack for the 

Indianapolis Scottish Highland Games and Festival.  After 

receiving hundreds of entry forms during the Opening Ceremonies, 

Robert Stewart of Lagrane, IN  was the winner of the Family VIP 

Four Pack and he was elated running onto the field in his kilt 

celebrating.  Big kudos to Mike and Amy Huth and Jennifer 

Romano for organizing the whole event, which was once thought 

to be dead, at the Fort Wayne Scottish Cultural Society. 

Kentucky Scottish Weekend   

On May 14th Julie and Gary Davidson along with Mike and Judy 

Thomas attended the event on a cloudy and mostly wet day.  True 

Scottish weather.  We ran across friends and members in the Clan 

Tent area, being; Nancy Foxworthy of Clan Shaw and Dr.’s Mark 

and Carol Stephenson in the Clan MacTavish area.  We then 

browsed the vendor areas and took in some BBQ sandwiches as we 

listened and watched Mother Grove perform in the entertainment 

area.  Our day came to a close as a large storm approached.  A 

small but friendly event. 
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Clan Spotlight 

Clan Gregor 
 

 

   
 
The Clan Gregor held lands in Glenstrae, Glenlochy, 

Glenlyon, Glengyle, and Glenorchy. They were 

descended from the ancient Celtic royal family through 

the hereditary Abbots of Glendochart, a descent which 

is proclaimed in the motto, 'S Rioghal Mo Dhream 

translated as Royal is my Race. 

 

Tradition holds that Gregor was the son of Kenneth 

MacAlpin; however he may have been Griogair, son of 

Dungal, who is said to have been a co-ruler of Alba, the 

kingdom north of Central Scotland, between AD 879 

and 889. Most modern historians agree that the first 

certain Chief was Gregor of the Golden Bridles. 

Gregor's son, Iain Camm (Ian of the One-Eye) 

succeeded as the second Chief sometime prior to 1390. 

 

Robert the Bruce granted the barony of Loch Awe, 

which included much of the MacGregor lands, to the 

Chief of the Campbells. In common with many royal 

gifts of the time, it was left to the recipient to work out 

how he would take possession of it. The Campbells 

harried the MacGregors who were forced to retire 

deeper into their lands until they were largely restricted 

to Glenstrae. 

 

In 1589 John Drummond, the Kings forester, was 

murdered after hanging some MacGregors for poaching. 

The Chief, Alasdair MacGregor of 

Glenstrae, took responsibility for the act and was 

condemned by the Privy Council. King James VI issued 

an edict proclaiming the name MacGregor "altogidder 

abolished," meaning that those who bore the name must 

renounce it or suffer death. 

 

The Proscriptive Acts of Clan Gregor were enacted on 

the 3rd of April 1603. This draconian ruling authorized 

the capture of Alasdair MacGregor of Glenstrae and his 

leading kinsmen. In the spring of 1604, Alasdair 

MacGregor of Glenstrae, Chief and Laird of MacGregor 

was hung with thirty of his warriors against the West 

End of Saint Giles Kirk where the Tollbooth stood. 

Today, the "Heart of Midlothian" in Edinburgh marks 

the spot where the MacGregor Chief was executed. 

 

The names of Clan Gregor were erased from 

existence. To even claim one of these names openly was 

to invite an immediate execution. The clanfolk of the 

Gregorach were ordered to take different names, usually 

assigned. They were to obey implicitly the new Chief 

placed over them. It should be noted here that many of 

the Gregors refused. Of those who refused 

(and were caught); the men were executed, the women 

were stripped bare, branded, and whipped through the 

streets. The women and children were sold into slavery 

for Britain's new colonies in North America. 

 

Further additions to the proscriptive acts denied the 

Gregors basic necessities of food, water, shelter, and 

care for infants and the elderly. The Gregors were 

denied the Sacraments of Baptism, Holy Communion, 

marriage, and last rites. The gentry of Scotland were 

encouraged to hunt the Gregors with dogs as if they 

were common game stock. But, without a doubt, the 

most horrifying act was the commission of selling 

Gregor heads to the government to attain pardon for 

thievery and murder. 

 

The surviving MacGregors continued in two groups. 

The first were those who legally changed their name to 

satisfy the law, but never changed their heart or blood. 

The other group were those who took to the great 

highlands and continued to use their Gregor names in 

defiance. At Loch Katrine on the 7th of March 1671, the 

3rd son of Chieftain Donald (Glas) Gregor of Glengyle 

and Margaret Campbell, cousin to John Iain (Glas) 

Campbell 11th Laird of Glenorchy, later in 1681 The 

Earl of Breadalbane, was born and baptised at Buchanan 

Parish as Robert MacGregor. Because of the 

proscription he was forced to assume his mothers name 

of Campbell. His somewhat fictionalized adventures 

have been immortalized in Sir Walter Scotts novel, Rob 

Roy. 

 

The persecution of Clan Gregor finally ended in 

1774 when the proscription against them was repealed - 

171 years later. (Taken from the history of the Clan 

Gregor, Clan Gregor Society, Edinburgh)
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Feature Article 

Kenneth MacAlpin, Scotland’s First King 
 
The House of Alpin was founded around 500AD by 

Fergus, the chief of the Scots of Dalriada. Their 

capital was at Dunadd and it was here that their kings 

were proclaimed. Little is know about these early 

kings as individuals until the 36th king, Kenneth Mac 

Alpin. 

 

Kenneth MacAlpin was born between 800-810 AD in 

Dal Riada, during the Pictish occupation. His father, 

Alpin, King of Kintyre, had been beheaded fighting 

for a Pictish king and it is believed that his mother 

was Queen of the Picts, and that through her (and the 

matrilineal succession practiced by the Picts) that 

Kenneth MacAlpin in 845 received the crown of 

Alba 

and the title Rex Pictorum. 

 

It was under Kenneth MacAlpin’s rule that Scotland 

was united. Prior to this unification, Scotland had 

been a country divided with the area known as 

Dalriada under the control of the Scots (which had 

originally arrived from Ireland) and the Picts, which 

were the native inhabitants. 

 

It is said that that soon after his succession that 

MacAlpin held a banquet at Scone and he murdered 

seven earls of Dalriada who might have opposed his 

claim to be king of the Scots and the Picts. This 

murder is popularly known as “MacAlpin’s treason.” 

 

Once the warfare had ended between Scot and Pict, 

the job of wise legislation helped seal the union. 

MacAlpin turned his attention to reforming laws, 

repressing and punishing crime, as well as improving 

the administration of justice. He is credited with a 

code of laws sometimes referred to as “Code 

MacAlpin”. The Code required that every shire in the 

kingdom have a judge to decide “controversies”. It 

also called for all persons suspected of any crime, to 

be subjected to an inquest “of seven wise and 

judicious men”, or of any greater odd number of men. 

Code MacAlpin established penalties for particular 

crimes such as hanging for the crime of theft and 

beheading in the case of murder. Women convicted 

of these crimes were to be drowned or buried alive. 

Blaspheming God 

or speaking disrespectfully of his saints, of his king, 

or of his chieftains could result in having your tongue 

cut out. Lying about your neighbor would result in 

your losing your sword and being shunned by the 

community. There were also laws to protect 

agriculture and laws concerning the churches and 

clergy. 

 

It was Kenneth MacAlpin who moved the Scottish 

coronation site to Scone in the heart of Pictish land 

where the Scottish king accept the crown over the 

Stone of Destiny, which Scottish legend claims was 

brought with them from Spain, once rested in Ireland 

at Tara and thence brought to Scone. Kenneth’s first 

capital was at Dunstaffnage in Argyll but not long 

after his accession, he moved it to Scone where Moot 

Hill 

became the legal center for Scotland. Moving the 

capital from Dunstaffnage severed a twofold purpose, 

to move the capital from the danger of Viking attack 

as well as to show MacAlpin’s authority by moving 

the capital to the heart of Pictish land.  

 

Kenneth MacAlpin died of cancer in February 6th  

858 or 859 (there is some disagreement among 

authorities) at Forteviot and was buried on Iona. He 

left his kingdom to his brother Donald, although both 

of his sons eventually succeeded to the throne. 

During his reign, Kenneth pushed the boundaries of 

his kingdom south of the river Forth until it reached 

as far as the river Tweed. However, the kingdom of 

Strathclyde, based at Dumbarton, remained 

untouched. 
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Scottish Foundation Updates 

 

The Second Annual Scottish Highland Games and Festival 

 
We have just finished the 2nd Annual Indianapolis Scottish Highland Games and Festival and it was a 

huge success from beginning to end. If you were not able to attend you missed a beautiful and exciting 

day. The weather was warm, the sky was blue, and all we saw were smiling faces; there were no 

complaints about anything. The parking and shuttles worked to perfection. Our opening ceremonies 

involving Mary Queen of Scots, the honored clan, the 25 other clans present, massed pipe bands, our 

athlete of the day from 2010 and our mascot "The Highland Scotsman" paraded down vendor alley to the 

Queen’s Pavilion. There we conducted a first ever Calling of the Clans with clan representatives 

announced to the Queen, pledging to defend Scotland, and thrusting ceremonial (wooden) swords into hay 

bales. Guests enjoyed a marvelous ambiance, including the smell of good food, the sounds of children 

playing in the Youth Area, and the wafting of live Celtic music. Some enjoyed a sampling of fine Scotch 

at Tastings held throughout the day. Mayor Ballard made an appearance and spent over an hour at the 

event. The Mayor was knighted by Mary, Queen of Scots, a first in this manner anywhere in the US. Then 

he toured the entire event and gave a proclamation that October 8, 2011 was Scottish Heritage Day. He 

commented numerous times on how much he enjoyed our festival and games and vowed to always 

support us and be a part of the tradition as much as he can. Kilted athletes threw heavy objects while the 

crowd cheered. About two dozen vendors displayed Scottish and Celtic goods and an equal number of 

clan associations proudly displayed their heritage in the Clan Tent area. The day ended with a Ceilidh 

(Scottish party) in the evening with music by Ken McGee, Isaiah's Cry and Mother Grove. Tom Clayton 

of Indianapolis won the Beer for a Year drawing add will receive 24 cases of Belhaven Ale, Stout and 

Lager. The day was amazing and I hope you can attend in the future. Next year we move to German Park 

for a larger, more open venue. Mark you calendars on October 13, 2012 for the Third Annual Scottish 

Highland Games and Festival.   

  

Gary Davidson 

President 

Scottish Society of Indianapolis 
 

 

 

 

 

Join Us for Scottish Country Dancing! 

Like to dance?  Want to learn?  Just want to 

get some exercise?  Join some of the 

Society members most Mondays for 

traditional Scottish country dancing.  

Society Trustee Ken Morgan leads beginner 

and experienced dancers in a relaxed and 

fun atmosphere.  You’ll be having too much 

fun to feel self-conscious.   
 

New Location:   

Northwood Christian Church 

4550 Central Avenue 

Indianapolis, IN 46205 

7:30 - 8:00 PM Beginning Dance lessons 

8:00 - 9:00 PM Social dancing  

9:00 - 9:30 PM Advanced dancing 

All are welcome. No partner needed.  Call Ken Morgan at 317-260-1828 for more information.  

It's a good idea to call ahead to make sure we are dancing. 
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Scottish Recipe 

Coygimwch Dell Patagonia 
(Prawn Patagonia) 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 New Members 

 

President Gary Davidson wishes a hearty: “Failte Chun Ar Cumann!” or “Welcome to our Society!” Please 
join usin giving our new members a warm welcome and please introduce yourselves when you meet 
them: 
 
Arnie Lewin 
Greg and Mary Ullrich 

Hannah Orme 
Scott and Hope Clugston

 
 

Ingredients 

570ml (1 pint) Thick Béchamel Sauce  
450g (1lb) Creamed Potatoes  
225g (8oz) Peeled Prawns  
1 Small Cauliflower  
110ml (4fl oz) Double Cream  
110g (4oz) Caerphilly Cheese  
1 tbsp Tomato Ketchup  
1 tsp Garlic Salt  
1 tsp Celery Salt  
1 tsp Ground Bay Leaf  
1 tsp Turmeric  
1 tsp Mustard Powder  

Cooking Directions 
 
Prepare the cauliflower and divide into florets.  
Cook until soft, but still firm.  
Divide and place into eight individual dishes or an oven proof dish.  
Keep warm.  
Combine the cream, tomato ketchup, garlic salt, celery salt, ground bay 
leaf, turmeric, mustard powder and a little freshly ground pepper.  
Add to Béchamel sauce, mixing thoroughly.  
Add the peeled prawns and the crumbled Caerphilly cheese and heat 
gently, do not boil.  
Pour the mixture over the cauliflower and grill until golden brown.  
Pipe creamed potatoes around the serving dish.  
Servings: 8  
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Upcoming Events Calendar 
Note that Scottish Society of Indianapolis (SSI) sponsored events are indicated in bold. 

October 

October 8
th

:  The 2
nd

 Annual Indianapolis Scottish Highland Games and Festival at The Latvian center located at 1008 West      
64

th
 Street, Indianapolis, IN  46260.  Tickets $10 at the gate or $8 in advance, at www.indyscot.org and click on games.  The 

games and Festival 9:00 AM- 5:00 PM and the Ceilidh 6:00- 9:00 PM.  Ceilidh tickets are $5. 
October 12

th
:  SSI Dinner Meeting and Program.  Begins at 6:30 PM with social time, a pitch in style dinner at 7:00 PM and 

the program: Mary, Queen of Scots Part II by The Tudor Rose Players from 8:00-9:00 PM. 
October 22

nd
:  Western Kentucky Highland Festival in Murray City Park, Murray, Kentucky,  www.wkyhighlandfestival.com  

November 

November 12
th

:  Annual Founders day Dinner and Meeting will be held at The Latvian Center in the large hall at 1008 West 
64

th
 Street, Indianapolis, IN  46260.  Drinks/Social time 6:00 PM  Dinner at 7:00 PM  Meeting and Elections at 8:00 PM.  

Tickets are $30 per person and are available now through Nov. 1
st

, contact Ronald Elliott 317-577-2966 or 
elliott12632@sbcglobal.net.  Entertainment by Inde Pan and catering by Indy Anna’s Catering. 
November 17

th
-20

th:
  The Indianapolis International Festival at the Indiana State fairgrounds located at 1202 East 38

th
 Street, 

Indianapolis, IN  for more information and tickets call 317-236-6515 or go to www.indyinternationalfestival.org  

December 

December 14
th

:  SSI Meeting and Program.  Begins at 6:30 PM with a pitch in style dinner at 7:00 PM.  The program will be 
Hogmanay/Toasts of the Scots led by Gordon Inglis at 8:00 PM. 
December 31

st
:  New Years Eve Party at the Latvian Center at 8:00 PM 

 

 

 

2012 Membership Renewal Form 
 

Please renew my membership in the Scottish Society of Indianapolis, Inc. as indicated: 
 

Life $250    Family $35.00/yr    Individual $25.00/yr    Student $10.00/yr 

Senior Family $29.75/yr    Senior Individual $21.25/yr    Membership: $______ 

I wish to make a donation to the George McMath Scholarship fund:    Scholarship:  $______ 

I wish to make a donation to the Indpls Scottish Highland Games and Festival:   Games:         $______ 

 

Name(s):    ____________________________________________________________ 
 

E-mail Addresses:  ____________________________   ______________________________ 
E-mail is used to send the SSI newsletter four times each year, as well as occasional announcements about SSI events.  We do not sell or share e-

mail with any party, and we prohibit any party from using this e-mail for any other purpose.  __Do not send the newsletter via my e-mail. __Do 

not send SSI event information via my e-mail.  __Please send my newsletter via US postal mail.  

 

Facebook Usernames: ____________________________   ______________________________ 
 

Address:  ____________________________________________________________ 
Address information is used to send your membership renewal, will be used to send your newsletter to if you request it, but is not shared with any 

third party, sold, shared or rented.   

 

Phone:   _____________ (home)    _____________ (cell)    _____________ (cell) 
 

Note if you are a new member, your membership dues will be pro-rated for the number of 

months left in the year.  If you are a past member, you have the option of renewing your 

membership at the annual rate any time during the year or attending as a guest for $7/person as 

often as you like.  Please make your check out to The Scottish Society of Indianapolis and mail it 

along with this form to:  Gary Davidson, 7043 S 150W, Pendleton, IN 46064 or bring it to the 

next meeting. 

http://www.indyscot.org/
http://www.wkyhighlandfestival.com/
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SSI Meeting and Side Dish Schedule 

 

 October November December 

Date: Wednesday, Oct. 12th Saturday Nov. 12th Wednesday, Dec. 14th 

Meat 

Dish: 

Ken Morgan Indy Anna’s Catering. TBA 

Program: 
Mary, Queen of Scots Part II 

by the Tudor Rose Players 

Annual Founders Day Dinner 

Celebration, Elections. 

Hogmanay/Toasts of the Scots led 

by Gordon Inglis 

Youth 

Program: 

 No youth program for 

Founder’s Dinner 

 

Side Dish 

to Bring: 

A-F—Veggie/Casserole  A-F—Dessert 

G-McC—Salad Don’t bring food to this one. G-McC —Veggie/Casserole 

McD-Z—Dessert  McD-Z—Salad 

Bring a side-dish based on the first letter of your last name.  Please bring at least 3 large servings per 

attending family member.  Example: a couple would bring at least 6 large servings.   

If you invite guests, please bring their portions as well.   

Meeting Costs: Members $4, Returning Guests $7, First-Time Guests are free. 

 

Meeting Agenda:  Location:  For More Information 
6:30pm—Social Time  All meetings take place  Contact Gary Davidson, 

7:00pm—Dinner  at the Latvian Center  (765)778-0736, indyscot@gmail.org  

8:00pm—Program  1008 West 64th Street  Or contact any trustee 

 

Visit us on the web at: www.indyscot.org 
 

 

The Scottish Society of Indianapolis 
7043 S 150 W 

Pendleton, IN 46064      

Member of COSCA 

http://www.indyscot.org/

