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     When one becomes a member of any organization, it is amazing what one can learn.   
I started learning not only about the history of this Society and how it operated, but also 
about the Scots; who they were and how they are still a major influence in the USA and 
the world.  Being first a trustee and then President of The Scottish Society of 
Indianapolis sped up this process.  . 
     While I grew up in Glasgow, Scotland and went to a school that was started in the 
twelfth century in Glasgow Cathedral, I did not fully realize the importance of this 
history until I arrived here in Indianapolis and became a member of this Society.  I saw 
how Scottish thought and ideas that were the basis of Scottish Independence and ideas 
from the Declaration of Arbroth were made an important part of the foundation of this 
great nation.  Thomas Jefferson, who was of Scottish descent, incorporated many of 
these ideas in The Declaration of Independence; other Founding Fathers, also of Scots-
Irish backgrounds, incorporated more of these ideas in the U. S. Constitution. 
     As members of this Society, we can expand our knowledge about what it means to 

“have a Scottish heritage”; how the Scots and the Scots Irish immigrants took with them a 
sense of integrity, honest work and the idea that a good education was important for all to 
have, hence the public schools and the founding of many of the early universities, like 
Princeton; how the integrity of the Scots and their passion for excellence has resulted in 
worldwide recognition.  We have been fortunate to see this in current members of the 
Society such as Rebecca and Samuel Lawson, who unfortunately are leaving for 
Pennsylvania.  Samuel went to college here and became a classical guitarist and teacher 
and Rebecca became a minister.  She had time to create a wonderful youth program that 
the youngsters adored.  The Society gave them the opportunity to try out ideas with 
Scottish activities.  Judith and Brent Bastin, John and Becky Dockery have been with the 
Society for several years and are involved with a re-enactment organization, which brings 
the past life style into today’s events at Highland Games etc.  These four have brought the 
Society a look at what life was like back then, and exhibit the skills that made the Scots a 
unique asset to this nation.  They have shared, with us, stories of what they have learned 
and what they have experienced from being involved in these activities. 
     This New Year the Society has the opportunity to work with new members Jeff and 
Anita Chapman and Lannie Pullon (heavy-weight athlete) who put on the first Circle City 
Highland Games. They are looking to expand the event this year and have the Society 
help them encourage interest in the event.  They are thinking of developing a mini-clinic 
to teach how to do some events.  This should be of great interest to the younger people 
and make available to them a competition in which both male and female can take part. 
     If you like wearing the Tartan, then there are several events coming up: at the end of 
January there are several Burns’ Suppers where they stab the haggis; in March the 
Scottish born St. Patrick is celebrated in the 17th March parade, and  we march in this 
downtown event; in April there is “The National Tartan Day”—April 6.  While there is no 
celebration here but the Columbus Club will have Scottish event on Saturday April 5. 
As you can see there are many reasons to be a member the Society and to come  to our              
2nd Wednesday of each month meeting at 6:30 p.m. at the Latvian Center at 1008 West    
64th Street.     

                                      Looking forward to seeing you all,  
                                                                                          

 Slainte,  Gordon

 



Saint Margaret 
      The Roman Catholic Church recognizes only 
one member of the Scottish royal family as a saint, 
St. Margaret.  Born in 1046 in southern Hungary, 
in the village of Mecseknadas she was the 
daughter of Edward the Atheling, the Saxon heir to 
the English throne and a direct descendant of King 
Alfred.  Her maternal grandfather is thought to 
have been Yaroslav I the Wise, Prince of 
Novgorod and Kiev.   
     Following the death of their father, King 
Edmund Ironside and the conquest of England by 
King Canute (Cnut) of Denmark, Margaret’s father 
Edward, and his twin brother, were sent to the 
court of King Stephen of Hungary for their safety.  
There Edward Atheling grew to manhood and 
married a German princess, Agatha.  Margaret and 
her sister, Christina and brother Edgar were born 
in Hungary, returning only near the end of the 
reign of her great uncle Edward the Confessor 
(around 1057).   The Saxons had pushed the Danes 
out, and in 1042 and Edward the Confessor, 
Margaret’s great-uncle had become king. Since 
Edward had no children of his own, the Witan 
brought Margaret’s father, Edward, back to 
England to secure the succession to the throne.  
Unfortunately Edward preceded his uncle in death, 
and upon the death of the King Edward the 
Confessor, the people chose Harold, son of Earl 
Godwine, as their king.  William, Duke of 
Normandy, also claimed the English throne and 
invaded England defeating Harold at the Battle of 
Hastings in 1066.  Margaret’s brother, Edgar, had 
been proclaimed king after the death of Harold but 
was no match for the forces of Duke William.  
Even though Edgar and Church leaders had met 
William at Berkhampstead and did homage, as the 
last remaining  Saxon royals, Margaret’s family 
were still potential rivals and were  advised to 

return to Hungary as they were in very grave 
danger. 
     As they headed for the continent, a storm took 
them off course and they landed first at Durham 
and then sailed up the coast and landed at the Firth 
of Forth in a place now known as St. Margaret’s 
Hope.  Here they were welcomed and given refuge 
by Malcolm III, king of Scotland whom Margaret 
may have met when he was also living in exile at 
the court of her great uncle Edward the Confessor.  
At this time Margaret was about twenty years old 
while Malcolm was about forty, and a widower 
with three children.  Lonely and without the 
companionship of a wife, Malcolm courted 
Margaret and although she initially refused his 
proposals, Margaret eventually consented and she 
and Malcolm were married in 1070. 
     The marriage which produced eight children 
was very happy for Malcolm and Margaret and 
beneficial for Scotland as well, with Malcolm and 
Margaret ruling Scotland for twenty-three years.  
Malcolm adored Margaret and she was a 
moderating and good influence on her husband 
and became a leading voice in bringing about 
changes in both the social and spiritual life of 
Scotland.  Intelligent and very religious, she 
determined to modernize Scotland and introduced 
ideas from England and Europe into the Scottish 
church and the court.  She taught the priests to live 
simply without wealth and she made Sunday into a 
day of worship and abstinence from servile work. 
She invited English Benedictine monks to build a 
monastery at Dunfermline, the start of monasteries 
in Scotland.  She built a new chapel in Edinburgh 
Castle, St. Margaret’s Chapel, the oldest standing 
church in Scotland today. She built schools, 
established abbeys and personally cared for 
pilgrims and the poor by distributing money for 
food with her own hands.  Seeing that the Church 
in Scotland had become lax in their ways, she 
encouraged the Scottish clergy to bring Scottish 
practices into line with those of Rome.  The proper 
ritual of the Mass was reestablished, the language 
of the Mass was changed from the various Gaelic 
dialects spoken throughout Scotland to Latin, and 
the rules for Lenten fasting and Easter 
Communion were restored.   
     Margaret was very pious and she was 
concerned with the welfare of her people, 
especially the poor and orphans. There was a stone 
called St. Margaret’s Stone near Dunfermline, on 
which, according to tradition, each morning 
Margaret would feed nine little orphans on her 
knee, preparing and feeding them “pap” with the  
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St. Margaret's Chapel Edinburgh Castle  
 



spoon she used herself.  It was also the custom at 
Dunfermline that any morning any of the destitute 
poor could come to the royal hall where, after they 
were seated, the King and Queen personally 
“waited on Christ in the person of His poor.”  Only 
the chaplain and few attendants were allowed to be 
present in the hall during this time of service.   
      As a result of her repeated fasting and 
abstinence she did considerable damage to her 
own health and ultimately fell ill.  On November 
16, 1093, she died, three days after learning that 
her husband and eldest son had been killed in 
battle against the English at Alnwick, 
Northumberland.  She was buried in the nave of 
Dumfermline Abbey Church in 1093 and later 
moved to the choir in 1250 where she was buried 
alongside Malcolm III.  Reported miracles took 
place in and around her tomb and in 1250 she was 
canonized by Pope Innocent IV.  Her feast day is 
observed by the Roman Catholic Church on the 
10th of June and the Episcopal Church on the 
Sunday closest to the anniversary of her death on 
the 16th of November.   
     “Edinburgh’s Queen Margaret University 
College, founded 1875, and named after her is a 
memorial to her memory and the love of her 
people for Queen Margaret. However according to 
some writers, possibly as enduring a memorial has 
been the demise over the centuries of Gaelic 
language and culture across most of Scotland and 
is perhaps why she is generally referred to in that 
language as Maighread nam Mallachd or ‘accursed  
Margaret.’ ” 

 
 

Twenty-third Annual Founder’s Dinner 
The annual Founder’s Dinner, attended by about 
42 members and guests, and was held Saturday, 
November 10 at George’s Neighborhood Grill.  
Hugh Sutherland and his son Callum, members of 
the Caledonia Pipe Band, again gave excellent 
performances both their solos and with their 
dueling pipers.   Even with Hugh’s sound meter I 
am not sure whether he or son Callum won the 
duel, but the crowd found them both to be winners.  
Samuel and Rebekah Lawson continued the 
evening’s great entertainment by singing a 
selection of Celtic songs.  This year’s well-
deserved recipient of the Tommy Thompson 
Award was Rebekah Lawson for her work with the 
youth and the starting of the youth program for the 
Society.  She and Samuel will both be greatly 
missed, but we wish them the very best in their 
new endeavor.  Gordon Inglis was elected 
president for the 2008 year, other board members 
elected were: Ed Adams, Judith Bastin, Jack 

Davidson, John D. Dockery, Becky McClure, and 
Ron Walker.   
 

Eilean an Fhraoich, the Heather Isle  
                                             by Becky Jones 
     The northern part of the largest of the Outer 
Hebrides, or Western Isles, is perhaps best known 
as the Isle of Lewis, but in a cultural or poetic 
context it is called Eilean an Fhraoich, the Heather 
Isle.  Lewis is home to perhaps the largest town in 
the Outer Hebrides, Stornoway, and three quarters 
of the population of the Western Isles.  Around 
sixty percent of all islanders use Gaelic as their 
language of choice even though most of them are 
bilingual. 
     Some of the lower lying regions of Lewis 
consist of wide expanses of fertile moorland, 
which in turn is home to a wide variety of plant 
life.  Three distinct types of heather ( ling, bell and 
cross-leaved) are predominate in the large areas of 
moorland vegetation, thus giving Lewis the Gaelic 
name of Eilean an Fhraoich.   
     The Isle of Lewis has a lot to offer to the world 
traveler of today; nature preserves, 
cultural/historical sites and activities, a wide 
variety of sports offerings and several festivals 
throughout the year. 
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Early Scot (ch) Drawing 
Again this year, the SSI will hold a drawing 
for a bottle of single malt scotch at its 
February meeting.  To be eligible your 2008 
dues must be paid by January 31.  Life 
members are also eligible to win.  You must 
be present to win.  Use the renewal form on 
page 5 of the newsletter.  Clip it out with your 
mailing address on the label on page 6 and 
mail it to the address on the form.  You may 
also pay your dues to the treasurer at the 
January meeting.  A dues schedule is on the 
renewal form. 
 

If you have moved and have a change of 
address please drop us a note to 
paladin42@insightbb.com   with your new 
address and information.  Then we can see 
that you continue getting the current issue 
of The Thistle. 



International Festival 
The Indianapolis International Festival was held at 
the Indiana State Fair Grounds on November15-17 
of this year.  There was a display showing how 
many of the ideas found it the Declaration of 
Independence and the U.S. Constitution were 
taken from the Declaration of Arbroath and other 
important documents in Scottish history.    Becky 
Dockery presented an exhibition of spinning wool. 
The SSI’s booth, for the first time, won a blue 
ribbon for creativity.  Thanks to all those who 
helped make it a success.  After many years of 
being in charge of the planning and execution of 
the Society’s booth at the Festival, Jack Davidson 
is looking for someone to take over this job and to 
give him a much deserved breather. 
 
 

New Children’s Co-ordinator 
 The SSI is pleased to announce that Ian Douglass 
has volunteered to run the children’s program for 
2008. Ian joined the Society a year ago with his 
family and has been active in the children’s 
program. He is 18 years old and currently a senior 
at Indiana University High School. Ian has a 6 year 
old little brother and has plenty of experience 
entertaining kids. He plans activities centered 
around traditional Scottish games, with brief 
cultural commentary. Ian’s interests include war 
and strategy games, dungeons and dragons, 
mountain biking, roller blading and festivals. Ian 
plans to attend Purdue University next fall, 
majoring in History.    
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     Ian will be assisted by his mother, Lise 
Douglass, on an as needed basis.  Lise is a 
Registered Nurse at St. Francis Heart Hospital.  
Lise also volunteers at West Grove Elementary 
School    
     As a reminder to parents, the children’s 
program activities are geared toward school-aged 
children from kindergarten to high school.  
Younger children are welcome to attend 
accompanied by a parent.                                                                                                                                                                  
.  

Scottish Trivia 
The Scottish-American Hall of Fame contains 
more plaques for the military than any other 
category. Twenty-one men are installed including 
Daniel Boone who is listed as an “Indian Fighter.” 
The list is as follows: George Rogers Clark, 
Frontier hero of the Revolutionary War; Stonewall 
Jackson; Joseph E. Johnston; Henry Knox; Arthur 
MacArthur, army general, father of Douglas 
MacArthur; George B. McClellan; Alexander 
Macomb, general and hero of the War of 1812; 
William (Billy) Mitchell, controversial air power 
advocate; William Multrie; George S. Patton, 
WWII exponent of mobile warfare; Winfred Scott, 
Mexican War and Chief of staff; J.E.B. Stuart, 
Confederate cavalry general; Christopher “Kit” 
Carson, frontiersman and explorer; William Clark, 
explorer with Merriwether Lewis; Davy Crockett, 
frontiers-man who died at the Alamo. Two 
individuals are listed under the category of 
“Naval.” They are David Glasgow Farragut, Civil 
War naval hero, and John Paul Jones, 
Revolutionary War naval hero. (Electric Scotland) 
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Chocolate truffle gateau with black cherries and white chocolate sauce 
By Jeff Bland, executive head chef of the Balmoral Hotel, Princess Street 
 
250g  (1.4 cups) dark chocolate 
375g  (16.68 oz /1 ½ cups) whipped double cream 
half inch sponge base (sponge cake), plain or chocolate 
Splash of your favourite spirit 
24 black cherries 
75g (0.4 cup) white chocolate 
55 ml ( 1.86 oz or 0.23 cup) water 
 
Method for the gateau 
Place sponge in flan ring (7 inch x 1.5 inch) and flavour with spirit or liqueur. Place cherries on 
sponge. Melt dark chocolate in a bowl over boiling water and fold melted chocolate into whipped 
cream and pour over cherries. Transfer gateau to fridge (two hours) or freezer (30 minutes) to set. 
For the sauce 
Melt together the white chocolate and the water then pour over gateau to serve. 
 



  

 Upcoming Events—Burns Dinners 
Saturday Jan. 19, 2008 
Caledonian Society of Cincinnati—The Good Shepherd Church (reception hall), Montgomery, OH (Just North of 
Cincinnati and just off I-275). 
 
Saturday, Jan. 26, 2008 
Scottish Society of Greater Bloomington—IU Memorial Union, Bloomington, IN—$40/ticket—Doors  open at 5:30 
p.m.—program  6:30 p.m.  Featuring Highland Reign, Colin Grant-Adams, Southern Indiana Pipes and Drums.  .Contact 
Robert Pate 5348 N. Westfall Ct. Bloomington, IN 47404 (812-876-3406).  Requests must be received by January 19, 2008.    
 
Scottish American Club of Indiana—Ritz Charles, Carmel, IN—tickets $50/ adult.  Evening starts at 6 PM with 
complimentary whiskey tasting and gourmet dinner.  Music by Indiana Caledonia Pipe band, special children’s program 
and silent action.   Contact Marguerite Hendrie (317-872-8179) hendriem@comcast.net.  Reservations must be made by 
January 17, 2008 
 
The 42nd Royal Highlanders—Judy Painter’s  Place, Lafayette, IN--$30/person. Cocktails  5:30 p.m. (cash bar)—Supper 
6:30 p.m.  Contact Preston Smith (765-497-2467) P.O. Box 2412, West Lafayette, IN 47996-2412. Email—
psmith@42RHR.org or website—h tp://www.42ndRHR.org 
 
Saturday, Feb.2, 2008 
Scottish Society of Louisville—Masterson’s Restaurant, Louisville, KY--$40.00person. Evening begins at 6:30 P.M.  For 
tickets:  Burn’s Night Tickets, 600 Henryville Blue Lick Rd., Henryville, IN 47126.  For more information call (812) 294-
4932 
 
Unknown 
Bluegrass Highlanders Scottish Society—Lexington, KY—Nothing known at this time or if they will be having a Burns’ 
Supper this year. 
 
 

 
 

2008 Membership Renewal Form 
 

Please renew my (circle one) individual/family membership in the Scottish Society of Indianapolis, 
Inc. 
 
Enclosed, please find my $_______________________________ 
 
Family $35.00         Individual $25.00             Student $10.00 
Seniors may take a 15% reduction (family $29.75/ individual $21.25) 
 
Clip this form, making sure your mailing label remains on the backside and mail to: 
 
 
The Scottish Society of Indianapolis 
3067 River Bay Drive N 
Indianapolis, IN 46240-2985 
�
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Meeting Schedule:           January—March   2008 
 
    January                                                    February                                             March 
 
Date: Wed.  Jan. 9                                       Date:  Wed. Feb.  13                          Date:  Wed. March 12 
 
Meat Dish: TBA                                          Meat Dish: TBA                                Meat Dish:  TBA 
 
Program: Jack Davidson—                          Program: A Tasting of                       Program: Judith Bastin—  
Robert Burns               The Mist                                            Prince Henry the Navigator 
 
 
A-E—Veggie                                               A-E—Salad                                        A-E—Dessert 
     
F-N—Salad                                                  F-N—Dessert                                     F-N—Veggie 
   
O-Z—Dessert                                               O-Z—Veggie                                     O-Z—Salad 
 
 
Social Hour  6:30 p.m                                 All meetings take place                   For more information contact 
                                                                    at the Latvian Center                       Gordon Inglis 317-849-7871 
Dinner  7:00 p.m.                                        1008 West 64th Street                     or any Board member. 
                                                         
Program 8:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
���������	
�����	�������
��	������	
���������	
�����	�������
��	������	
���������	
�����	�������
��	������	
���������	
�����	�������
��	������	
� ���
3067 River Bay Drive N 
Indianapolis, IN 46240-2985 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Member of COSCA 


